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“[Greenacre] was established, as Thou 
knowest, to reveal to men the Kingdom of 
God, which is love, joy, peace, within the 
individual heart and then to give them a 

synthesis of the great world movement which 
is so rapidly making for peace among 

nations."
- Sarah Jane Farmer



Today, Green Acre, an historic international Center of Baha'i 
Learning, inspired by the presence and example of 'Abdu'l-Baha, 
fosters spiritual transformation and promotes the oneness of 
humankind, world peace, race unity, and the equality of women
and men.



Green Acre's history is inter-woven with the history of the town of Eliot. 
Its location is significant because of its association with some of the 
earliest peace negotiations among Native American tribes. Green Acre 
is a noted landmark in town and a source of pride for its residents. Its 
founder, Sarah Farmer and her family, were a leading force for change 
and growth in the town. 



Along its shores, in front of the now Sarah Farmer Inn, was the site of 
the Hanscom Shipyard, which operated from 1847 to 1855. Its most 
famous clipper ship launched there was the "Nightingale“. 



And here, in 1890, the Eliot Hotel was opened - a 
venture embarked upon by 5 prominent personages 
of the town: Dr. J. L. M. Willis, who bought the 
property, Francis Keefe, Martin Parry Tobey, George 
E. Hammond and Sarah Jane Farmer.  



At this time, it was unusual for a woman to be 
part of such an enterprise. Yet, were it not for 
Sarah Jane Farmer there would be no Green 
Acre Baha’i School today.



The extended campus contains approximately 266 Acres of land.



•The Inn and main campus

The main, historically significant areas of the extended campus are:

Rogers Cottage. Moved up from the river in 1870. 
Abdu’l-Baha took a nap in the right front corner room. Ole Bull 

Cottage. Built 
in 1896 as a 
music studio 
by Mary 
Burnham, later 
bought and 
given to Sarah 
Farmer by Mrs. 
Sara Bull.

Kelsey Center resides on the former site 
of Baha’i Hall (r) and the Great Tent.



•Staples (Rogers/Flynn) House,   
Schopflocker House…

At Staples House, on August 20, 1912, Abdu’l-Baha gave his Unity 
Feast from the porch to those at Green Acre and the Eliot 
townspeople. Originally built by the Rogers family it was passed down 
through the family by way of the Flynn and Staples descendants 
before being acquired by Green Acre (1971). In 1925 it became the 
first office of the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha’is of the 
United States and Canada which was elected at Green Acre that year.

Schopflocher House, 
originally called Ball 
Cottage was a private 
residence, later a health 
center and until 1994 
provided supplemental 
housing. Now provides 
housing for staff.



and The Pines…

Where the sessions of the Monsalvat School for the 
Comparative Study of Religions, prayer gatherings and 
special commemorations were held. ‘Abdul-Baha and 
Mirza Abul-Fadl spoke here.



• Fellowship House

Built with monies 
and furnished by a 
gift from Helen 
Ellis Cole of New 
York, it was 
originally housing 
for teachers. 

Later, under the care of 
Knight of Baha’u’llah Emma 
M. Rice, it became a 
meeting place for Eliot 
organizations.   Before the 
Kelsey Center was built 
children’s classes were held 
here as well as providing 
housing for guests. It is used 
by the Eliot Baha’i 
Community for events and is 
the location of the Eliot 
Baha’i Community Archives.



Abdu’l-Baha spoke to a gathering on 
Monsalvat and visited here with Sarah, 
confirming her vision for Green Acre and 
setting it as the site of the first Baha’i 
University and second House of Worship in 
America. He attended a dinner at the 
Prime house, hosted by the Inglis family of 
Canada.  

Harry Randall 
near where 
‘Abdu’l-Baha 
spoke

Monsalvat and the Prime House (Winterhill).



Sarah Jane Farmer
and

Family



At the time of Sarah’s birth Moses 
was an instructor at the Belknap 
Academy in Dover, NH.

Sarah Jane Farmer 
was the daughter of 
Hannah Tobey 
Shapleigh and Moses 
Gerrish Farmer. She 
was born in Dover, 
New Hampshire on 
July 22, 1847. Her 
mother, Hannah was 
from Eliot, Maine and 
her father from 
Boscawen, New 
Hampshire.



Sarah's father Moses was an 
accomplished musician and poet but is 
best known as an electrical genius and 
pioneer inventor.  Over 130 inventions 
were credited to him. Farmer often 
served as a consultant to Alexander 
Graham Bell (1847-1922) and Thomas 
Edison.



He served as telegraph 
operator in Salem and 
Framingham, Mass. and 
invented the fire alarm pull 
box, which is still in use 
today. With Dr. Channing he 
invented a fire alarm system 
initially installed in buildings 
around Boston and later sold 
nationally (Gamewell). 

In 1847, the year Sarah was 
born, he demonstrated the 
prototype for the first electric 
streetcar in the Town Hall at 
Dover, NH.  



The family moved to Salem Massachusetts in 1849 where Moses 
worked as telegraph operator. Moses invented what was the first 
incandescent lamp. In the first demonstration of electric lighting in 
America, he illuminated his home at 11 Pearl St. in Salem in 1859 
with his battery-powered incandescent lamps. Thomas Edison, 
who perfected the invention of the electric light bulb for mass use, 
was the same age as Sarah at the time – 12 years old! 



Printing Telegraph

Dynamo and Key

Other inventions included roller skates, magnetic 
torpedo, printing telegraph, stump puller and 
dynamo and key.



Hannah, Sarah's mother, was an activist.  Concerned with others, the 
Farmer’s first home in Dover, NH, on Fifth Street, became a stopping point 
for the Underground Railway and thus the family helped to free slaves.  
Hannah raised money for the hospitals in the South during the Civil War 
and worked to save the old North Church in Boston from being demolished. 
To those in need she always was ready and willing to lend a helping hand.



She also was a poet going by the name of “Mabelle” and wrote many 
verses including one for a young friend of the family who died in the 
Civil War. Her husband Moses composed the music.



She also patented at least one 
invention as shown by this HEAD 
PROTECTOR in 1883.  This 
devise was invented to protect 
ones head from what might be 
falling from above, a precursor of 
the hard hat??  Remember this 
was back in the days when, in the 
cities with their tall buildings, 
washing water and other refuse 
was thrown out the windows 
landing on anyone happening to 
be walking by below!



In his later years, Moses was chosen as the electrical instructor at the US Torpedo 
Station in Newport RI where he continued to work on his inventions until ill health 
forced the family to return to return to Eliot in 1881.



The family returned to Hannah’s home 
in Eliot which they named “Bittersweet” 
Previous to returning Moses had the 
home enlarged and a workshop built 
where he continued his electrical 
experiments.



The original Bittersweet burned to the 
ground in 1904 and was rebuilt for 
Sarah in 1908 by the Green Acre 
Fellowship. Moses’ workshop, located 
to the rear of this home, was later 
moved closer to the street on State 
Road.  It is now a private home.

There is a plaque on the granite post  
outside the home honoring Moses 
Gerrish Farmer and his inventions. 



Hannah Tobey Shapleigh Farmer, 
from painting by F.H.Thompkins

Here in Eliot, Hannah opened 
Rosemary Cottage where poor 
children and mothers from the inner 
city would come for rest, proper diet 
and exercise to regain their health. 



Here we see daughter Sarah with a 
group at Rosemary.  They would 
come up from the train depot at the 
end of the road, by carriage.

Hannah turned the property over 
to the Boston Missionary Society 
for its Fresh Air Fund which is 
still in existence today. Rosemary
operated until 1941. 



It was always the 
wish of Hannah’s 
father, Richard 
Shapleigh, to have 
a public library in 
Eliot.

Richard Shapleigh

Daughter Sarah, reviving the Eliot Library 
Association, was assisted by good family 
friend Francis Keefe in producing two 
summer Fêtes to raise the money for a 
public library in 1888 and 1889.

Francis Keefe



A great tent, that had been used 
for a reception for Daniel Webster, 
was set up in the field across from 
the Farmer’s home.

Edward Everett Hale writes: “Here is the Pavilion. How pretty it is and how 
large it is! This annex is for eating and drinking. There is somebody to take 
care of the horses, there are a dozen people to shake hands… - why there 
must be a thousand people wandering about and enjoying each other’s 
company and pretty arrangements which have been made for the fete. …”



“Here are pretty girls in the Norwegian costume, in Hungarian costume, in 
dresses of Japan and India. Here are the booths of Norway and Hungary and all 
the rest of them, and here are things to be sold as at any pretty fair, only these 
have been sent from all quarters of the globe.
The band is on a platform in the middle. We talk with each other, we felicitate 
each other, we drink good coffee and eat good ice cream, we listen to the 
music, we see the pretty national dances which the young people join in on the 
platform.”  Edward Everett Hale, “Tarry at Home Travel”, The New England magazine. / Volume 7, Issue 2 .



Mrs. Ole Bull [Sara], a good friend of Sarah Farmer 
brought her Norwegian ponies for the event for guests to 
ride.



In 2005 the “Sarah Farmer Room” 
was dedicated at the William Fogg 

Library. Sarah’s portrait hangs in this 
room.

Painting by F.H.Tompkins, c. 1887

In 1907 Eliot’s public library 
was realized. Dr. John S.H. 
Fogg bequeathed the 
monies in a trust in 
memory of his father. The 
William Fogg Library was 
dedicated on May 21,1907. 

Sarah was to be present on the speaker’s 
platform to represent the Eliot Library 
Association but was in Boston recovering from 
a serious fall. 



Sarah’s Vision



As we said previously, in 1890 Martin Parry Tobey, George Hammond, Dr. John L.M. 
Willis, Francis Keefe and Sarah Jane Farmer formed the “Eliot Hotel Company” and 
opened a hotel on the bluff overlooking the Piscataqua River.



It was given the name Greenacre by the New England poet, and friend of 
the Farmer family ~ John Greenleaf Whittier.  The Hotel was meant to 
capitalize on the growing summer tourist trade. 



Unfortunately the 
venture did not prove 
to be successful, but 
under the leadership 
of Sarah Jane Farmer 
it took a new turn.  

This change came in 1893 through a 
series of events beginning with what 
Sarah calls her “vision” for Green Acre.



Sarah describes Green Acre as an 
original conception.  The vision came to 
her as she was attending a talk in 
Boston in 1892. The room was full to 
capacity and the day hot. Through the 
open window the noise of traffic almost 
drowned out the speaker’s voice and yet 
the people were so eager to hear what 
the speaker had to say that they sat 
patiently though the two hour lecture.  
Sarah goes on to say that …  



"I looked at them and thought of the spot Whittier loved and found so 
restful - Greenacre-on-the-Piscataqua...



"... and saw them seated 
in a large tent on the 
green bank of this 
beautiful river, the cool 
breeze from the water 
fanning their cheeks, and 
I realized how much 
more receptive the mind 
and heart would be if the 
body were in such a cool 
and healthy 
environment,…"



“… and I realized, too, how much more good would come from a 
summer vacation if instead of being burdened with the effort of 
finding amusement for leisure hours, one’s mind and soul could be 
refreshed by helpful thoughts,…"



“…under spreading pines, in green pastures, beside still waters.  
The details of the work came quickly before my mind, and before we 
left the audience room, I had it all.”



Sarah later wrote : "... for the promise connected with the Green Acre 
work when it was put into my hands was that it should reach to the 
uttermost ends of the Earth . . . my father believed that invention was 
inspiration.   I so regard Green Acre in all it's several branches …



… the Monsalvat School is but one of them.  Only a 
glimmer as yet has been revealed of what that school 
will embody, but it will be preeminently a school to train 
people to live in the Kingdom of God..."



The missing pieces that would help to make this "vision" 
a reality came in 1893 through a series of events 
beginning with Moses Farmer’s invitation to Chicago to 
display his dynamo engine and other electrical inventions 
at the Hall of Electricity at the Columbian Exhibition 
World’s Fair and to throw the switch that would light up 
the fair!  



Sarah went with him to help set up the exhibit but unfortunately he 
contracted pneumonia and died before the Fair opened.   There was a 
service for Moses in Chicago and one in Eliot. He was buried behind the 
family home at “Bittersweet”.  

Moses Farmer from 
painting by F.H. Thompkins



In 1897 Moses was honored at a gathering of the American Institute of Electrical 
Engineers. They were invited by Sarah to hold their annual meeting at Green Acre. 
Among the speakers were Charles Proteus Stienmetz and Frank Sprague.  The 
model of his electric railway car was brought, on loan, from the Smithsonian 
Institute.



… and an exhibit of over 500 photographs relating to electrical 
innovations was set up.

Display set up in the Eirenion, honoring Moses Gerrish Farmer



After burying her father in Eliot and a period of mourning, Sarah 
returned later that year to Chicago to dismantle the display and also 
attended the closing sessions of the World Parliament of Religions and 
met with its founder, Charles Bonney.  It was at this World Parliament of 
Religions that the Baha’i Faith was mentioned for the first time in North 
America.



Sarah invited some of its 
participants to lecture at 
Green Acre the following 
year (1894) at what she 
termed "The Monsalvat 
School for the Comparative 
Study of Religions".   

She erected a great tent where the lectures could 
be held. To open the first session in 1894, Sarah 
dedicated the Green Acre Conferences to the 
advancement of peace and raised the first known 
Peace Flag in the World. 

Edward Everett Hale and 
Sarah Farmer

Actor Joseph Jefferson, Swami Abhedananda, M.H. 
Gulisian of Armenia, Lewis G. Janes, Sarah



She explained: "In looking for an emblem we wanted 
something that would be a call to everybody.... And we felt 
that the message that had been brought to the world by 
Prophet after Prophet was the message of "Peace".   So we 
have put on a large banner over our heads --- "Peace".  With 
this choice, Sarah was acting in accordance with the first 
principle of the Baha’i Faith which is the obligation of 
everyone to investigate reality for him or herself. 

The first peace flag was 36 ft. long, with green letters on 
a white background.  It hung on an 85' flagpole that was 
once a ship's mast.  Here are two views of the peace 
flag raised by Col. Henry Culver in 1926 which give you 
a closer view of its size. 



The summer sessions, "The 
Green Acre Conferences" as 
they were called, became so 
popular that the Inn 
overflowed and tents were 
set up to house the guests.  
The programs always 
included peace among topics 
such as education, evolution, 
nature, sociology, art, child 
study, psychology, 
comparative religion and 
more.



Eliot residents, seeing a need and opportunity, also helped to supply 
housing. Martin Parry Tobey, one of the builders of the Green Acre Hotel, 
ran a boarding house; another, the Oaklea, was located on Clark Road and 
then there was Adlington Cottages and Fillmore Moore’s Bungalow Camp
which was located near Green Acre’s present-day campground.   

Adlington Cottages

The Oaklea

Bungalow Camp

“Tobey’s Retreat”



Those early participants 
came by train, ferry boat, 
stage coach, boat, and 
even the electric trolley 
which was invented by 
Moses Farmer and made 
its debut in Eliot in 1902 
on the 55th Anniversary 
of its first demonstration.



It is indeed a unique experience to be one of a throng of people gathered on 
the hill at sunset, while the Parsee chants a native hymn, or someone reads 
from one of our own poets.  And after one has heard Emerson expounded 
underneath the pines, or listened to the Swami setting forth in his quiet way 
the venerable doctrines of Vedanta, one is ready to exclaim that there are no 
such woods anywhere outside of Greenacre. – Horatio Dresser



Sarah traveled throughout 
North America as well as 
Europe and brought together   
prominent writers, philosophers, 
musicians, performers of all 
kinds, social activists, and 
religious leaders to lecture at 
the summer sessions.  

Among those lecturing were 
Swami Vivekanada, shown here 
with M.H. Gulisian of Armenia 
and Edward Everett Hale.



Sarah had a range of interests and invited 
leading people in many fields to speak  on 
such topics as :  Electricity and It’s 
Applications; Chemistry; Woman’s Rights; 
Education; Temperance…

Amos Emerson Dolbear 

Annie Besant, 1897

Rev. Ida C. Hultin

May Wright Sewall

William Torrey Harris

Neal Dow

Clara Bewick Colby

Cyrus Fogg Brackett 

Hannah 
Johnston 

Bailey 



Medicine; Emerson; 
Literature; Art; Music; 
Theatre; the Manual Arts…

Arthur W. Dow
Geraldine Ferrar

Dr. Elizabeth Blackwell

Charles Malloy, Swami Saradananda, Ralph 
Waldo Trine, Charles Brodie Patterson

Marion Jack

Emma Thursby, 
(standing)



Florence Kelley

Walter H. Page

Social Reform; the protection of 
children and the poor; diplomacy 
and world events; Home 
Economics; the New Thought 
Movement; Abolition…

Helen Campbell

Horatio Dresser

Rev. Antoinette  Blackwell



… the Teachings of the 
Religions of the World and 
foremost on her mind ~ the 
subject of World Peace.

Barkatullah

Baba Bharati 

Edwin Ginn

Ellen Wheeler Wilcox

Dr. 
Livingston/ 
Swami 
Ram

Mirza Abu’l-Fazl

Sarah w/peace 
singer and activist 
John Hutchinson

Abdu’l-Baha

Sir P. 
Ramanathan

Sarah w/Japanese Peace 
envoys, 1905

Vivekananda



Lectures were held in 
the Pines and in the 
Great Tent. The 
Eirenion, built in 1897, 
provided more indoor 
space during bad 
weather.



Sarah’s good friend Mrs. Sara Bull, widow of Norwegian violinist  Ole Bull, bought 
for Sarah the Lysekloster Pines, where the Monsalvat School lectures were held.  
The acres of virgin pines reminded Mrs. Bull of her home in Norway at Lyseon.

Sara and Ole Bull

Lyseon, Norway



We are not certain when Sarah first heard of the Bahai 
Faith.  However, the first mention of the Bahai Faith in 
the U.S. occurred in 1893 at the World Pariliament of 
Religions and Ibrahim Khayru’llah, an early teacher of 
the Bahai Faith, was listed as a possible speaker in the 
footnotes of the 1894 program.  Phoebe Hearst, the 
mother of William Randolph Hearst the famous 
publisher and an early Baha’i from California, provided 
financial support to Green Acre and sent money for 
additional housing which resulted in the construction of 
the three Chalet Cottages in 1897.  



The 1899 Program included a quotation from the Writings of Baha’u’llah, 
which reads: 

“We desire but the good of the world and happiness of nations . . . that all 
nations should become one in faith and all men as brethren; that the bonds 
of affection and unity between the sons of men should be strengthened; that 
diversity of religion should cease and differences of race be annulled . . . let 
not a man glory in this that he loves his country let him rather in this that he 
loves his kind.”



We do know that Sarah 
left on a cruise with 
Maria Wilson, Elizabeth 
Knudson and Josephine 
Locke in January 1900 
which through a series 
of events would lead to 
a visit in Akka with 
'Abdu'l-Baha.   

House of 
Abdu’l-Baha. Akka



Before she returned 
home, she studied the 
Baha'i Faith in Egypt 
with its most noted 
scholar, Mirza 'Abu’l-
Fadl.



Sarah w/ Mirza “Abu’l-Fadl, Dow, Dharmapala, Ali Kuli 
Khan and Ahmad Sohrab

In fact Mirza 'Abu'l-Fadl 
gave classes at the 
Monsalvat School from 
1901-1904.

Mother Beecher, Howard McNutt,
Mirza Abul-Fadl, Mary Moody Brown,
Mirza Ali Kuli Khan, Ameen Fareed, 
Helen Cole, Mary McNutt, Mirza Ahmad
Sohrab, 1903



In 1901, Sarah, now a declared member, 
returned to Green Acre and proclaimed the 
Baha’i Faith on the program cover with a 
quotation from the Writings of 'Abdu'l-Baha.  

“Good tidings to you! Good tidings to you! 
Awake! Awake! For in a short time these 

fragrances, which give life to the soul, shall be 
diffused and the lights, which disperse the 

darkness, shall shine universally…. “

Sarah, offered to give private instruction on 
what was referred to at the time as the 
"Persian Revelation", while still maintaining 
an open platform.



Gradually, through Sarah's influence, Green Acre became the gathering 
place for the growing American Baha'i Community... and Sarah continued 
to bring people from all over the world with much of the programming and 
other duties assumed by Baha'is working under her guidance. 



Among those early Baha'is who came to Green Acre to teach and some who stayed 
include:

Disciple of 'Abdu'l-Baha May Maxwell (center) shown here 
with friends Mrs. Ferguson and Mary Coristine, who was also 
an American married to a Canadian and whose family 
eventually settled in Eliot.

William H. Randall, shown here on Mount Salvat, who was 
entrusted by Sarah with continuing the work of Green Acre 
when she died.

Marion Jack, who first came 
to Eliot in 1910 and built a 
home here before her final 
pioneering post in Bulgaria.



Hands of the Cause Louis Gregory and Siegfried 
Schopflocker of Canada shown here with Janabe Fazel and 
Horace Holley, the first paid secretary of the National Spiritual 
Assembly;

Hand of the Cause Dorothy Baker, shown with daughter 
Louisa;

Agnes Alexander

Curtis Kelsey

Martha Root, whose work brought 
Lydia Zamenhoff - the daughter of 
the founder of Esperanto to 
Green Acre;    



Juliet Thompson (L) shown here with May Maxwell; 

Edward and Carrie Kinney. 
Edward served as music 
instructor for several years;     

Harlon Ober, shown here with Nathalie Mitchell. He met his first wife Grace Ober here 
and later pioneered to South Africa. Grace is buried here in Eliot; 

Hand of the Cause Paul Haney



Among those early Baha’is who are also buried here in Eliot’s Mt. Pleasant Cemetery  
are Hand of the Cause Louis Gregory and wife Louisa;

Author and social 
activist Helen Campbell;

The first western woman believer Kate C. Ives;

Col. Henry Culver, his wife Mary and daughters Dorothy (Cress)
and Mary Louise. Col. Culver was U.S. Consul to Ireland and one of
the first Baha’is living in Ireland.

Dr. Glenn Shook



Each year, on opening day, Sarah raised the peace flag, held 
conferences on the subject of PEACE and in 1905 invited the 
delegates from the signing of the Russo-Japanese Peace 
Treaty to Green Acre. The Japanese, shown here with Sarah, 
accepted.  She was also the only woman present to witness 
the signing of the Treaty. 



‘Abdul-Baha’s
Visit To Green Acre



One of the great 
joys of Sarah's life 
came when 'Abdu'l-
Baha returned 
Sarah's visit on his 
trip to the West.  At 
the age of 68 and 
newly released from 
nearly a lifetime of 
imprisonment, 
'Abdu'l-Baha stayed 
at the Inn from 
August 16-23, 1912.

Thus, Green Acre 
became the only 
Baha’i School to be 
visited by the son of 
Baha'u'llah, the 
Prophet-Founder of 
the Baha’i Faith.  

The trolley stop was His first sight 
of Green Acre.



Shoghi Effendi, the Guardian of the Baha’i 
Faith, in God Passes By (pg. 288) wrote that 
‘Abdu’l-Baha’s stay at Green Acre . . . “ranks 
among the outstanding functions associated 
with His visit to the community of the American 
believers . . .”



Let’s stop for a moment and consider what happened to Sarah in the dozen years 
between her visit to Akka and ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s visit to Green Acre ~

Sarah was continuously embroiled in controversy as others criticized her for 
emphasizing the Baha’i Faith at Green Acre.  Her family home was burned to the 
ground in 1904 and later a smaller home built for her by the Green Acre Fellowship.  
In 1907, while trying to get on a streetcar in Boston, the force of a crowd pushed her 
to the ground and her spine was injured.  This added crippling to her already delicate 
health.  



In 1909, following a particularly vicious verbal attack from people at Green Acre, 
who were trying to force her to sell the property, Sarah committed herself to 
McLean Hospital in Waverly/Belmont, MA.  Later, well-meaning friends placed her 
in a private institution in Portsmouth, NH.  One legal guardian was appointed in NH 
and another in ME and the battle for custody received much attention in the press. 

Cowles Sanitorium, Portsmouth, NH

McLean Hospital, Waverly/Belmont, MA



During this time, ‘Abdu’l-Baha addressed at least twenty-eight 
letters to Sarah, sending words of solace, encouragement, 
inspiration and direction.  Most of these tablets may be found 
in Tablets of Abdu’l-Baha Abbas, Vol. 2, pages 277-304. 



In one of these tablets, He wrote:  “O Maid-Servant of God!  Verily opposition 
will wax fierce upon thee and denial and unbelief will day by day increase.  
People will arise to oppression and people will torment thee for thou has 
believed in God . . . 



…Opposition shall surely pass away . . . and the 
lights of the Covenant shall shine forth . . . At that 
time your value shall appear among the nations of 
the world and tribes and people will arise to praise 
you.”



Dr. Cowles didn’t trust ‘Abdu’l-
Baha so he came with Sarah 
on her outing to Green Acre.

By the time ‘Abdu’l-Baha arrived in 1912, 
Sarah had been placed in the care of a 
nurse in a private home in Portsmouth, 
NH and had been locked in a padded 
room.    

Finally, she was placed in a private 
institution under the care of Dr. Edward 
Cowles where she received many drugs, 
electrical shock therapy, and was locked 
in a  room in the basement with bars on 
the window. 

Sarah’s room in the basement at Cowles



On Wednesday, August 21st ‘Abdu’l-Baha visited 
Monsalvat with a number of the friends, including Ivy 
Edwards who tells of that visit – “He drove as far as 
the old well, then he dismissed the carriage. He 
walked from there to the beech grove and offered a 
prayer, near a large boulder. Then He walked through 
several fields, talking as he went, waving his hands, 
first to the right and then to the left, as he talked, 
returning just below where the people were gathered.   
Then he turned and asked Mr. Lunt to take a 
photograph of them. While he was taking a 
photograph I was thinking about Miss Farmer’s ideals 
and visions about Monsalvat and ‘Abdu’l-Baha turned 
to me and said, ‘You may tell Miss Farmer that her 
visions and ideals of Monsalvat will be realized. I do 
not give this as a prophecy, it is already a fact.’”

Old well on Monsalvat



'Abdu'l-Baha accompanied by Sarah 
and again with a larger group gathered 
on Monsalvat, where Sarah 
envisioned her university, the 
Monsalvat School.   Ivy Edwards 
relates that  “Julia Culver, Miss Klebs, 
Sarah Farmer and I went on a carriage 
ride with the Master.  He said it was 
important that Sarah Farmer visualize 
the great university her efforts had 
made possible.  He drove us all over 
Sunset Hill, twice pointing out certain 
trees to Sarah Farmer.  She seemed 
to understand what He was telling her 
and frequently shook her head in 
assent.  When they were almost at the 
top of the hill, ‘Abdu’l-Baha took Miss 
Farmer’s hands in his, and said very 
loudly, ‘This is hallowed ground made 
so by your vision and sacrifice.  
Always remember this is hallowed 
ground which I am pointing out to 
you.’”



They rode in Martin Parry 
Tobey’s carriage to the top of 
the hill.  Continuing, Ivy 
Edwards relates: ‘Abdu’l-Baha 
stopped the carriage and 
directed Sarah Farmer to take 
his hand.  He led her around 
the area for about five minutes 
talking to her all the time and 
frequently pointing his finger 
in one direction or another.  
Each time, Miss Farmer would 
smile and shake her head.  
We could not tell what was 
said and Miss Farmer never 
told us.  When they came 
back to the carriage.  ‘Abdu’l-
Baha said to all of us.  ‘This is 
where the first Bahai 
University will be built.’  He 
extended his arms to show 
that the whole top was to be 
involved.’’ 

Martin Parry Tobey and his “surrey with the fringe on top”.

View from top of Monsalvat c. 1930 



“Then he said, pointing to a spot in the center of the area, ‘This 
is where the second Baha’i Temple in the United States will be 
raised.  In reality, all this has been built and is right now ready to 
become a material reality whenever the Supreme Concourse 
finds mankind purified enough to bring about its consummation.’  

Then he turned to Miss Farmer and said, ‘You will be revered 
above all American women one fine day, you will see.’” 



On August 20th He gave a Unity 
Feast for hundreds of Eliot 
residents at what is now Staples 
House, the office.
'Abdu'l-Baha confirmed Sarah's 
vision for Green Acre, commended 
her for her enormous sacrifice, and 
prophesied a glorious future for the 
school.
He gave a number of talks, many at 
the Eirenion, a lecture hall built in 
1897 and destroyed by fire in 1926. 
Among the things he said were:  



"We must be loving to all the people of the 
world ... know and recognize all as the 
servants of the one God."

"In Green Acre you must concentrate your 
forces around the one all-important fact ---
the investigation of reality. Expend all your 
thought on this that the union of opinions 
and expressions may be obtained."



"In the future, God willing, Green Acre shall 
become a great center, the cause of the unity 
of the world of humanity, the cause of uniting 
the hearts and binding together the East and 
the West. This is my hope."

Gertrude Hammond with ‘Abdu’l-Baha, 
interpreters and Francis Keefe at Bittersweet, 
August 22,1912



When ‘Abdu’l-Baha left Green Acre, he stopped in 
Portsmouth to say good-bye to Sarah.  He told the  
Baha’is that she was was not insane but in a state of 
exaltation.  That she must be gotten out of this institution 
but in a legal way.  



In August 1916, despite a court order, Dr. Cowles got 
into a fist fight and car chase when the Baha’is went to 
obtain Sarah’s release. Sarah was greatly relieved to 
return to her home, to be among her familiar family 
things and to see the painting of her father once more. 
On a chilly November day, Sarah collapsed while 
walking in what she called “the garden” ~ the family 
cemetery.  



Sarah died on November 23, 1916 at the age of 69, just three months after obtaining 
her freedom.  Her funeral was attended by mourners from all parts of New England.  
At the service her friend Kate Ives said, “Miss Farmer’s mission in life was to make 
others happy.  It was her great universal love that made her so dear to others”. 



Green Acre 
Following 

Sarah Farmer’s Death



Following Sarah’s death the Green Acre 
Fellowship, established by Sarah in 1902, 
with its growing number of Baha'i members, 
continued the work Sarah had begun. 
Among those taking the lead in the work of 
Green Acre were William “Harry” Randall 
who was charged by Sarah before her 
death with taking care of Green Acre and 
Alfred Lunt.  



The Baha’is took a leadership role in the programming with emphasis on the Baha’i 
Teachings and also added to the features at the school.  Roger’s Cottage was 
transformed into the “Golden Cock Tea Room”, where guests and passersby could 
be refreshed. 



…and surrounding it 
beautiful cut flower gardens 
were developed.



In 1924, the Green Acre Fellowship voted to place Green Acre 
under the jurisdiction of the National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of the United States.  In 1925 the first National Spiritual 
Assembly of the Baha'is of the United States and Canada was 
elected in a convention held at Green Acre, and its first office 
opened here.  

Mary Maxwell

Dr. Susan Moody

Marion Jack

Louis Gregory

Louisa Gregory
Stanwood Cobb

Paul Haney

Laurel Schopflocher

Doris Lohse

Nayan Cobb

Barbara Fitting
Mrs. Roger Boyle

Roushan Wilkinson

Dr. Yungis Khan



In 1926, Green Acre came under the direct supervision of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the Bahá'ís of the U.S..   Both Sarah Jane Farmer 
and her successor administrator of Green Acre, William Henry (Harry) 
Randall, were named Disciples of 'Abdú'l-Bahá by Shoghi Effendi, the 
Guardian of the Bahá'í Faith. 



Also at this time, in 1926, the first in a 
series of World Unity Conferences
were held and in 1927 Green Acre’s 
first Race Unity Conference was held 
and organized principally by Louis 
Gregory 



Baha’I Hall
Musical
Dance

In the 1930’s the Bahai community 
focused on the building of the House of 
Worship in Wilmette, IL.  At Greenacre  
“Temple Teas” were held to raise monies 
for the Temple Fund. The class format 
changed to a more formal study class 
focusing on the training of Bahai 
teachers. The recreation room (now the 
main dining room) and later Baha’i Hall
were the site of dramatic presentations, 
musicals and travel stereopticon 
presentations as well as Saturday night 
dances. Dr. Glenn Shook would entertain 
with his color organ and Alice Tobey 
would play the piano.



Green Acre received its present name - Green Acre Baha’i School - in 1941 and during 
this time the Green Acre Inn was renamed the Sarah Farmer Inn.
In what was then the Arts and Crafts Building there were classes and a gift shop. 
Outside was a kiln for the making of pottery, utilizing the clay from the shores of the 
Piscataqua River. For recreation there was a tennis court and the woods and fields for 
walking and exploring and the beach.    

Arts /Crafts building and kiln

1942- Class w/ Polly Marlowe



In the winter of 1947 the first winter sessions 
were begun by Emanuel (Manny) and Janet 
Reimer at Rogers Cottage where they were 
living at the time.

Shoghi Effendi closed Green Acre for two years in 1949 and 1950 as 
part of an austerity program while the House of Worship in Wilmette 
was being completed.



In the late 1930’s and early 1940’s  Bahiyyih 
Randall Ford Winkler did extensive research 
on the life of Sarah Farmer, gathering much of 
the reminiscences, photographs and 
mementoes that we have now. She conducted 
interviews in person and by questionnaire of 
those who would have known and worked 
with Sarah Farmer. This information would 
prove invaluable to future researchers.

Bahiyyih and husband Harry Ford



In 1952 Abdul-Baha’s 
room was set aside for 
prayer and meditation 



In 1962 Knight of Baha’u’llah Emma Rice became the first live in year 
round caretaker of Fellowship House. She had charge of the bookstore 
which was at Fellowship House in the winter and at Baha’i Hall during 
the summers at Green Acre. During her time here she made a point of 
inviting Hands of the Cause and scholars who were teaching at Green 
Acre to meet with the Eliot Baha’is and especially the youth. 

The first Green Acre Bahai School Council (now an Advisory 
Committee) was established by the National Spiritual Assembly in 1964 
and the first fulltime staff person – Stuart Rhodes – was hired.   

Emma, center with  
Mrs. Fatheazam, Janet 
Reimer, William Sears, 
Manny Reimer, Mr. 
Fatheazam



In the 1970’s Green Acre had its 
own vegetable gardens and much 
work was done on the various 
buildings including the Lucas and 
Rogers Cottages.

Kakine and Robert McLaughlin and Hand of the Cause Zikrullah Khadem Lucas Cottage



In 1975 the 50th anniversary of the Election of the National Spiritual Assembly 
of the United States was commemorated at Green Acre. In attendance were 
the members of the National Spiritual Assembly.



With the financial backing of Mildred Mottahedeh 
a centennial publication was produced: Green 
Acre on the Piscataqua in anticipation of Green 
Acre’s 100th anniversary celebration.

Richard (Dick) Grover was hired in 1977 as Green Acre’s first School 
Administrator, he was followed by Ray Labelle (1986), who was Director 
of Operations and oversaw the restoration of Green Acre. Presently Green 
Acre has Co-administrators ~ Jim and Jeannine Sacco.

Dick Grover w/ Manny Reimer

Ray LaBelle

Jim and Jeannine Sacco



In 1986 the National Spiritual Assembly set the restoration of Green Acre as one of 
the goals of the Six Year Plan. The next year a restoration project and fundraising 
for the Sarah Farmer Inn was launched beginning with the Baha’is of the Northeast 
at their District Conventions. A documentary video “Blessed is the Spot”, on the 
history and impact of Green Acre, was produced on the 75th Anniversary of the Visit 
of ‘Abdu’l-Baha to the United States. The Eliot Baha’i Community and Green Acre 
celebrated with displays, a recreation of ‘Abdul-Baha’s Unity Feast and the town 
helped to place a banner across the road at the entrance to Green Acre.  This visit 
is commemorated each year at Green Acre.



Porch 1950’s

During the late 1980’s and early 1990’s, as part of the restoration, the Chalet 
Cottages were repaired and updated making room for the bookstore and coffee 
house and classrooms for children until children’s classrooms were added to the 
lower floor of Fellowship House, its kitchen remodeled, and the building interior 
updated. 



Ole Bull Cottage, originally the site of a music studio, was later the Green Acre 
Library. During the restoration it was reconfigured/ repaired and updated with 
handicap accessible guest rooms added to the downstairs. Rogers Cottage 
was refitted to become the present Green Acre Library. 

Ole Bull Cottage



Sarah Farmer Room

Upper floor 1950’s Seating area lobby 1940’s

Front desk 1950’s

Sarah Farmer Room 1940’s

The restoration was completed in 1994 making Green Acre a year-round facility.

Sarah Farmer Room 1994



Hundreds attended the re-dedication and opening of Green Acre on the 3rd of July. 
Green Acre and The Eliot Baha’i Community publicized the occasion throughout the 
year with a special postal cancellation, booth and display at September’s Eliot Festival 
Days. The Green Acre Chorus, organized by Liz Labelle and composed of children 
from Eliot, the Baha’i Community, and the surrounding towns sang for the opening 
ceremony for Eliot Festival Days. There were numerous newspaper articles written.



During the September 21st ceremony Steven Beckert, 
chairperson of Eliot’s Board of Selectmen, looking back over 
the century said, “Green Acre is a crown jewel for the town 
of Eliot, an integral part of town history….Green Acre is part 
of the way life should be and should continue to be”.

Green Acre’s newest building ~ the Curtis and Harriet Kelsey Center
~ was built with funds from the Kingdom Project in 2001/ 2002 
replacing Bahai Hall. Its large auditorium was named Manny Reimer
Hall. The complex was built on the site of the historic “Great Tent”.



Green Acre Today



Today, as an international center of Baha’i learning, Green Acre 
attracts people from all over the World and is host to a number of 
national and international Baha’i events and it receives guests from 
around the world. 

Pravrajika 
Prabuddhaprana 
of India with 
Manny Reimer at 
the “Swami Pine”

Masaki Kawaguchi Consulate General of Japan
Gathering of representatives of  National Assemblies

Ghana Chiefs Nana Takyi and Nana Amponeh 

Tibetan Lama 



Association for Baha’I Studies

Annual Sarah Farmer Peace Award

Melinda 
Armstrong and 
2007 recipient 
Burt Cohen

It is host to meetings and events 
sponsored by Baha’i and non-Baha’i 
groups and institutions.

Sarah Farmer Woman’s Center/Green Acre : 150th Celebration of the Emancipation of  Women

Teacher’s Workshop



Black Men’s Gathering



Eliot Festival Days – Annual Turkey Dinner

Gertrude Hammond

Steve Thompson as Charles Malloy

Annual Mother’s Day Dinner

In its outreach to the larger community it participates in local events,   
hosts venues open to the public and collaborates with various 
organizations…



Annual commemoration of Russo-Japanese Peace Treaty

Erica Toussaint, The Honorable Ryozo Kato, Japan's 
Ambassador to the United States, and Foad Katirai



Annual Peace Flag Raising

Green Acre “Picnics on the Piscataqua”



Green Acre is host to historical and cultural events…



… and serves as the site of Weddings, Commemorations and 
Celebrations…



Annual celebration of the birthday of Sarah Farmer



Ayyam-i-Ha

Feast Day

Eliot Festival Day

Talent Show

Ridvan

… and the staff joins the Eliot Bahá'í Community for Feasts and 
Holy Days, service projects and other community events.



Hands of the Cause Remembrance

Cleaning Sarah Farmer Cemetery

Free Car Wash service project

Trick or Treat for Unicef





As dear friend and past Green Acre school administrator Richard (Dick) Grover 
wrote in 1991:  "And so Green Acre was conceived, was born, grew and flourished.  
Sarah Farmer's vision had transformed a small country hotel into a great center for 
learning. 



The American and Canadian Baha'i communities were forever 
changed, and scholars will in time recognize the profound effect 
Green Acre has had on their society and culture at large.



Those who arose to assist Sarah 
now appear to us as giants from 
a distant heroic age. 

Few are yet living who knew 
them and can tell us about 
them; so we look deeply into 
their faces in old photographs 
and read the accounts they 
left for us, trying to understand 
the reality of those early days. 



Green Acre has endured for 100 years - an entire century - because of the 
countless people who have walked up and down the road to the Inn,  who have 
told their friends about the school, who have cooked and washed windows and 
served on committees and taught children's classes, 



who have driven long distances to be on the campus for a few precious 
days, who have loved and supported the school... who have been 
changed by Green Acre and always see it in their mind's eye and carry it 
in their hearts. 



Many, though not all, of these people have been members of the Baha'i Faith, 
but almost everyone of whatever race, religion, or culture has left Green Acre 
with a heightened awareness of the world of the spirit and with a deeper 
appreciation of their own membership in the human family.



Just as Sarah had envisioned... 



Commemoration of the election, at Green Acre, of the first National Spiritual Assembly
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