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Theodora Sarah Orne Jewett and Sarah Jane Farmer 

were born 2 years apart. Sarah Orne Jewett in South 

Berwick in 1849 and Sarah Jane Farmer in Dover, NH in 

1847.  Meeting later in life, when the Farmer family 

came to live in Eliot, Maine in 1881, they became great 

friends. Both Sarahs were friends, also, with many of the 

same intellectual figures of the time, including John 

Greenleaf Whittier, Willa Cather, William James, Julia 

Ward Howe and James and Annie Fields. 

Theodora Sarah Orne Jewett 
(September 3, 1849 - June 24, 1909) 

Sarah Jane Farmer 
(July 22, 1847 – November 23, 1916) 
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 Sarah Farmer and her parents returned to 

Eliot, in 1881, to live in her mother’s childhood 

home. A local builder added a tower and 

additional rooms, along with a separate 

workshop building for Moses, in the back. 

Their original house burned in 1904 and rebuilt 

on a much smaller scale. 

Built around 1774, it was a very simple house. The third-floor 

dormers were added about 1900. Sarah Orne Jewett was born 

in this house (the Jewett House), her family living with her 

grandparents. As a child, the family moved to the “Jewett-

Eastman House” next door, which her father built in 1854. 

Sarah moved back to the “Jewett House” in 1887, where she 

wrote her most memorable book Country of the Pointed Firs 

(1896) and where she spent the last two decades of her life. 
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Sarah Orne Jewett 

(September 3, 1849 - June 24, 1909) 

Hannah Tobey Shapleigh Farmer (1823-1891) was from Eliot, Maine and Moses Gerrish Farmer (1820-1893) was from 

Boscawen, NH. 

Hannah was a prominent philanthropist, involving herself with the abolitionist and feminist movements. Their home, in 

Dover, NH (where daughter Sarah was born) was a way-station on the underground railway. While living in Salem, MA, 

during the Civil War, she and her daughter would greet the soldiers as they boarded the trains south, giving out gifts. They 

also raised monies for hospitals in the south and Hannah wrote numerous letters, as well as poems, to soldiers and their 

families, offering encouragement and support. 

Moses was a noted pioneer electrical inventor with over 130 inventions credited to him, including the fire alarm pull box and 

first incandescent light. He also served as consultant to the US Navy and to Alexander Graham Bell and Thomas Edison. 

 



[Type text] 
 
  

Hannah built and founded “Rosemary 
Cottage” (1888) in Eliot, a summer 
retreat for unwed mothers and children 
from the inner city.  “Rosemary Cottage” 
was the first building run by the “Fresh 
Air Fund”, first organized in Boston, MA. 
“Rosemary Cottage” closed in 1941. The 
“Fresh Air Fund” is still in existence. 

 

In 1993,  Joseph Frost and Rosanne 

Adams put together a booklet 

commemorating the 100th anniversary 

of Moses Gerrish Farmer’s death. It was 

reprinted the next year, by the 

Boscawen Historical Society, adding 

more information on the Gerrish family 

in Boscawen, NH. 

Moses Gerrish Farmer pioneered the 

practical application of electricity, using 

it to drive numerous inventions, 

including the first electric fire alarm 

system and the “self-exciting” dynamo. 
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Sarah Orne Jewett was the daughter of Dr. Theodore and  --- Jewett,and grew up in South Berwick, among 

the simple rural peoples, and travelled with her father, a doctor, as he cared for them. These associations 

gave her insight and became the subjects for her writings. As she gained international recognition, as a 

writer, her home became the town’s most celebrated residence, receiving visits prominent intellectual 

figures of America and Europe.    

Sarah Jane Famer’s family travelled because of her father’s electrical work. They lived in Framingham and 

Salem, Mass., and Newport, RI.  She became her father’s assistant and Sarah associated with the literary 

and scientific peoples of their day, widening her view of the world.  

Moses Gerrish Farmer 
Father of Sarah Jane Farmer 

Dr. Theodore H. Jewett 
Father of Sarah Orne Jewett 
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Sarah Orne Jewett’s stories were first published under the pen name “Alice 

Eliot” or “A.C. Eliot”. Her first published story (1868) was Jenny Garrow’s Lovers 

and her first published book was Deephaven (1877) a collection of published 

sketches of a New England town. You can see here some of her other works – 

The Old Town of Berwick, A White Heron, and The Country of the Pointed Firs, 

The Pearl of Orrs Island, and The Tory Lover. 
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Sarah Farmer’s 

mother, Hannah, 

was also a prolific 

writer and, like 

Sarah Orne 

Jewett, also 

published her 

poetry under a 

“pen-name” –

Mabelle.   
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Hannah Farmer has a 

book written about her 

titled “Rosemary for 

Remembrance – The 

Rich Legacy” 
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The Eliot Library Association, under the leadership of Sarah Farmer, held a series of Mid-Summer Fetes to raise money for a 

public library. Her friend Sarah Orne Jewett wrote a piece for her friend ,  "A Plea for Front Yards" which first appeared in The 

Fete (v. 1, no. 1) of August 21-22, 1888, published by the Eliot Library Association of Eliot, Maine.  
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Eliot’s library was realized, in 1907, when 

Dr. John S.H. Fogg contributed the lands 

and an endowment, in memory of his 

father William Fogg, to build a library for 

the townspeople. Sarah’s portrait hangs 

in the Library. 
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Sarah Orne Jewett was involved in a 

building also named for Fogg (but no 

relation found to Eliot’s William Fogg).  

Here is our “Did you know” speaking 

about this. 
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While the Sarah Orne Jewett was working on the building of 

the Fogg Memorial Building in South Berwick in 1894,  Sarah 

Jane Farmer was beginning a new venture on the grounds of 

the Eliot Hotel Company (of which she was an investor). “The 

Green Acre Conferences” brought the leading thinkers, poets, 

writers, artists and philosophers of the day to share their 

knowledge with guests.  The lectures were always free, by 

donation only. 

Every year, on opening day, Sarah raised a PEACE flag. The first 

known peace flag in the world, so raised. It was 36 feet long, 

green lettering on white background and hung on a ship’s mast 

that was 85 feet tall. For many years the original mast was 

stored in the barn of teacher Mildred Obrey. 

Even today, now Green Acre: a Baha’i Center of Learning is 

known throughout the world and several successive editions of 

a book chronicling its history have been written. 
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Sarah Jane Farmer witnessed the signing 

of the Russo-Japanese Peace Treaty, in 

1905, at the Shipyard.  Anne Perry has 

written a book about this event – 

“Unseen Witness” 



[Type text] 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1990 the Friends of the South Berwick 
Library made the pattern for a doll depicting 
Sarah Orne Jewett, as a fundraiser.  Perhaps by 
the time our next display on the two Sarahs is 
up there will be a complimenting doll for Sarah 
Jane Farmer.  Until then we have a corn husk 
doll, made by Jan Cerabona, to honor her! 


