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Theodora Sarah Orne Jewett
(September 3, 1849 - June 24, 1909)

Theodora Sarah Orne Jewett and Sarah Jane Farmer
were born 2 years apart. Sarah Orne Jewett in South
Berwick in 1849 and Sarah Jane Farmer in Dover, NH in
1847. Meeting later in life, when the Farmer family
came to live in Eliot, Maine in 1881, they became great
friends. Both Sarahs were friends, also, with many of the
same intellectual figures of the time, including John
Greenleaf Whittier, Willa Cather, William James, Julia
Ward Howe and James and Annie Fields.
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Sarah Jane Farmer
(July 22, 1847 — November 23, 1916)

opid you know.... that Sarah Jane Farmer and Sarah
Orne Jewett were born two years apart? Sarah Farmer
was born in Dover, NH in 1847 and Sarah Orne Jewett in
South Berwick in 1849. Although they were not
childhood playmates they did, as adults, become great
friends.
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= Sarah Orne Jewett Home
South Berwick

“Bittersweet”-Farmer family home
Eliot

Built around 1774, it was a very simple house. The third-floor
dormers were added about 1900. Sarah Orne Jewett was born
in this house (the Jewett House), her family living with her
grandparents. As a child, the family moved to the “Jewett-
Eastman House” next door, which her father built in 1854.
Sarah moved back to the “Jewett House” in 1887, where she
wrote her most memorable book Country of the Pointed Firs
(1896) and where she spent the last two decades of her life.

Sarah Farmer and her parents returned to
Eliot, in 1881, to live in her mother’s childhood
home. A local builder added a tower and
additional rooms, along with a separate
workshop building for Moses, in the back.
Their original house burned in 1904 and rebuilt
on a much smaller scale.



Parents of Sarah Jane Farmer

Hannah Tobey (Shapleigh) Farmer Moses Gerrish er
Hannah Tobey Shapleigh Farmer (1823-1891) was from Eliot, Maine and Moses Gerrish Farmer (1820-1893) was from

Boscawen, NH.

Hannah was a prominent philanthropist, involving herself with the abolitionist and feminist movements. Their home, in
Dover, NH (where daughter Sarah was born) was a way-station on the underground railway. While living in Salem, MA,
during the Civil War, she and her daughter would greet the soldiers as they boarded the trains south, giving out gifts. They
also raised monies for hospitals in the south and Hannah wrote numerous letters, as well as poems, to soldiers and their
families, offering encouragement and support.

Moses was a noted pioneer electrical inventor with over 130 inventions credited to him, including the fire alarm pull box and
first incandescent light. He also served as consultant to the US Navy and to Alexander Graham Bell and Thomas Edison.



Hannah built and founded “Rosemary
Cottage” (1888) in Eliot, a summer
retreat for unwed mothers and children

from the inner city. “Rosemary Cottage”

was the first building run by the “Fresh

Air Fund”, first organized in Boston, MA.

“Rosemary Cottage” closed in 1941. The
“Fresh Air Fund” is still in existence.

Moses Gerrish Farmer pioneered the
practical application of electricity, using
it to drive numerous inventions,
including the first electric fire alarm
system and the “self-exciting” dynamo.

In 1993, Joseph Frost and Rosanne
Adams put together a booklet
commemorating the 100" anniversary
of Moses Gerrish Farmer’s death. It was
reprinted the next year, by the
Boscawen Historical Society, adding
more information on the Gerrish family
in Boscawen, NH.



Dr. Theodore H. Jewett Moses Gerrish Farmer
Father of Sarah Orne Jewett Father of Sarah Jane Farmer

Sarah Orne Jewett was the daughter of Dr. Theodore and --- Jewett,and grew up in South Berwick, among
the simple rural peoples, and travelled with her father, a doctor, as he cared for them. These associations
gave her insight and became the subjects for her writings. As she gained international recognition, as a
writer, her home became the town’s most celebrated residence, receiving visits prominent intellectual
figures of America and Europe.

Sarah Jane Famer’s family travelled because of her father’s electrical work. They lived in Framingham and
Salem, Mass., and Newport, Rl. She became her father’s assistant and Sarah associated with the literary
and scientific peoples of their day, widening her view of the world.
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Sarah Orne Jewett Sarah Orne Jewett’s stories were first published under the pen name “Alice
Eliot” or “A.C. Eliot”. Her first published story (1868) was Jenny Garrow’s Lovers
e v bl ahe o the e Al and her first published book was Deephaven (1877) a collection of published
Eliot" or A.C. Eliot"?
sketches of a New England town. You can see here some of her other works —
i . . The Old Town of Berwick, A White Heron, and The Country of the Pointed Firs,
books inspired Sarah Orne Jewett to write about the lives
of Maine people? The Pearl of Orrs Island, and The Tory Lover.

J)id you know.... that writer Harriet Beecher Stowe’s




Sarah Farmer’s
mother, Hannah,
was also a prolific
writer and, like
Sarah Orne
Jewett, also
published her
poetry under a
“pen-name” -
Mabelle.

dDi.d you know.... that Sarah’s mother, Hannah Farmer,

was a poet? She signed her published poetry with the
name "'Mabelle".

M:\BELLE.
(Mrs. Hannah 7, Farmer.)
Her pen,in Verse and Prose,

And Gleanings from
Public Print,—
Prof. M. G. FARMER.
His Fire Alarm
and other Electric Inventions,
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THE RICH LEGACY

Pemories of

HANNAH TOBEY FARMER

Wide of Moses Gerrish Farmer

AUGUSTIN CALDWELL

PRIVATELY PRINTED

ﬁld you know.... Hannah Farmer has a book written
about her? “The Rich Legacy “ Compiled and written,
after her death, by her daughter and family friend and
printer Augustine Caldwell




“ Let us try to preserve the character
of Eliot, and York, and Wells, and Kittery, and the
Berwicks, as best we can, and not try to make them
look like newer places not half nor quarter so
beautiful as they. Let us keep the pleasant old houses
standing, and our grandmothers' front yards
blooming, and teach the old associations and

legends to all newcomers just as long as we can. “
SARAH ORNE JEWETT

S
The Eliot Library Association, under the leadership of Sarah Farmer, held a series of Mid-Summer Fetes to raise money for a

public library. Her friend Sarah Orne Jewett wrote a piece for her friend , "A Plea for Front Yards" which first appeared in The
Fete (v. 1, no. 1) of August 21-22, 1888, published by the Eliot Library Association of Eliot, Maine.
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D jiou kv, that Sarah Orne Jewett wrote a piece

of prose for her friend Sarah Jane Farmer's Mid-
OPEN Summer [et? program (1888) - “A Plea for Front
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Eliot’s library was realized, in 1907, when
Dr. John S.H. Fogg contributed the lands
and an endowment, in memory of his

father William Fogg, to build a library for

the townspeople. Sarah’s portrait hangs

in the Library.
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Sarah Orne Jewett was involved in a
building also named for Fogg (but no
relation found to Eliot’s William Fogg).
Here is our “Did you know” speaking
about this.

opi.d you know.... that Sarah Orne

Jewett graduated from Berwick
Academy in 1865 and helped to fund
and design the Fogg Memorial Building
there? It was built in 1894 and her
friend Sarah Wyman Whitman, a Boston artist, who had
designed the covers for Sarah’s books, created the
stained-glass windows for the building. Sarah’s own
commission is in memory of the Civil War - a dove over a
wreath - and is the central window on the street-side
second floor. The building was built with a grant from
the estate of William Hayes Fogg, a Berwick native who
made his fortune in the China trade.




While the Sarah Orne Jewett was working on the building of
the Fogg Memorial Building in South Berwick in 1894, Sarah
Jane Farmer was beginning a new venture on the grounds of
the Eliot Hotel Company (of which she was an investor). “The
Green Acre Conferences” brought the leading thinkers, poets,
writers, artists and philosophers of the day to share their
knowledge with guests. The lectures were always free, by
donation only.

4, f’ Peagy Flag i
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40' Every year, on opening day, Sarah raised a PEACE flag. The first
%" known peace flag in the world, so raised. It was 36 feet long,

green lettering on white background and hung on a ship’s mast

that was 85 feet tall. For many years the original mast was
stored in the barn of teacher Mildred Obrey.
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Even today, now Green Acre: a Baha’i Center of Learning is
known throughout the world and several successive editions of
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Pidyou know.... that Sarah Jane Farmer joined with
four prominent men in Eliot to erect the Eliot Hotel (now
the Sarah Jane Farmer Inn), in 1890? Later, in 1894,
she started lectures bringing people from all over the
world to Eliot!
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Sarah Farmer &
The Portsmouth

cpi.d you know.... that Sarah Jane Farmer was the only

2| woman to witness the signing of the Russo Japanese
Peace Treaty at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, in1905.
The only woman and all those men!

Peace Treaty <

Teach me that sixty minutes make an hour, llx(qen ounces
" a pound, and one hundred cents a dollar. Help me to live so that
T may lic down at night without a ghgn under my pillow—unhaunt-
» | ed by the faces of those whom I have wronge
£ elp me to earn my meal ticket on lhe squxrc and in con-
formance with the Golden Rule.

Deafen me to toe jingle of tainted coin—to the rustle of un-
holy skirts.

May I be blind to the faults o( my fellows and see my ow:
clearly.” Guide me so that I may look across the dinner table
at m wxie and have nothing to ceal.

e young—that 1 may. laugh ‘with the ehxldren Make
me s pzdlehc—lhnt 1 may be considerate of the
es the~day of drawn shades and fnxnnt flowers,
of 9um foots::ps and | hushcd voxce&—make the epitaph slmple
“Here lies @
GEORGI-. LEE, in Popular Maxmne.
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A CHRISTMAS CARS

Hail to the blessed Chirist €88
Who smiles on us to-Iax
Across the centuries of the Pu
nd o’er our hearts holds S
‘And, like the wise men of the
Led by the star, of old,
May we be led by Christ, oaz 8
To Christmas joys untold

Not gifts of frankincense and

We lay at His dear fee

Tn acts of loving ot

We_find s off
Tt may be mm [t

But gi i

The ]V()ortsl gift grows beantl
Touched by celestinl fame.

Then open wide your ke
Child ing

Sarah Jane Farmer witnessed the signing

of the Russo-Japanese Peace Treaty, in
1905, at the Shipyard. Anne Perry has

written a book about this event —

“Unseen Witnhess”



In 1990 the Friends of the South Berwick
Library made the pattern for a doll depicting
Sarah Orne Jewett, as a fundraiser. Perhaps by
the time our next display on the two Sarahs is
up there will be a complimenting doll for Sarah
Jane Farmer. Until then we have a corn husk
doll, made by Jan Cerabona, to honor her!




