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lottery on their sleeves or bosoms for
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B oy R : IF}u'lheTI.nr:}re, Lhe r:lurlrch denounced
as superstihons many odd cusloms

! that began to spring up concerning
man maidens placed their namesinan the lover's feast day, including the
urn set up in the public square. Eligi-  belief that if a girl would eat the white
ble I:IIEJ{‘}JE‘“_H'H cach drew one lo de- of a hard-boiled egg on St. Valen-
lermine their blind dates {or the com-  tine's Eve. fasten five bay leaves 1o
g year. When bitter sermons of her pillow, and then go Lo sleep witli-
denunciation made the annual festi- out speaking 1o anyone, she would
val more popular, churchmen sel up certainly dream about her fulure r‘
competing lotteries in which the husband that night,
names of the saints were drawn, But ¢
being under the special protection of Wnl'l**rm Valentines appeared |
a certain saint didn't, by any means, about the year 1400, At first, to
prove as appealing to romance-hungry  elude vigilant —— and ofttimes irate —
young Romans. So the festivals con- fathers, they were hidden in hollow
Linued, trees thal served as trysting places.
The quaint love missives were un-
signed. Somelimes they were left on a
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i';’a[ﬁ’ff % \s late as the sixteenth century St.
Eli_rf_lfiﬁ { 18] ,;'f‘ . S ' -4 :
s Francis de Sales, head of the church
LG * y | :
. X _ : i i lengland, condemned Valentines
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A hand-colored wood cut surrounded by =

for exchanging hgh(-hearted greetings YRes
with friends and sweelhearts, as we  Jiah ..,ﬁi_(, e
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know it today. Its history is some- ffg;ii,:‘%g@;ﬁ:‘é}*ﬁ
whal long and turbuleut. s s

Tradition says that Valentine’s
Day derived ils name from a young ,p..+ 1885 o beaufiful fine embossed
Roman priest St. Valentine. who was e G o e e et At of \which
beheaded February 1 ith, :‘27(} AJD: Ty el appliqued in built-up style, lovely
nefusmgg tossnenoynee “Christianity. o orc of various kinds.
While imprisoned. he composed a
farewell message Lo the jailer’s daugh-
ler who had belriended him. The [ 196 A.n.. Pope Gadkins optimis-
night before he died he left the mes- tically tried a new approach by dedi-
cating February I4th to St. Valentine,
and naming him the patron saint of
lrue love, The new cleaning-up ap-

Sdbrantfille ol e alb order :M*ﬂ immoral. But as church opposition

| | ‘*mj?";ﬂﬂ g, declined, Valentines flourished anew.

ST' VALENTINE'S DAY hasn't +ﬁ‘ﬂ‘ﬂi%4;’r while new problems arose to plague
always been a whimsical holiday &Jﬂqﬂ%‘f
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sage with the girl. and sigued it.
“From your Valentine.”

Actually, the Romans had been
celebrating the 1.kth of February (or  proach was only mildly successlul.

vears as (he Feast of Lupercala, During the Middle Ages, despile 7
dedicated 1o the pastoral god. Luper-  ecclesiastical opposition, love loteries COLVRIAAED 195 UV KUST G AT EUILISHE K
ens, and to the Goddess of Love, persisted, however, tn many l5uro-

pean countries. The French called
them " chance hoxes," and allottec
couples one year La either gel maveiec
or parl company. ln England it be-
came customary for men Lo wear the
names of the givls they drew from this

About 1890 this very ornate design was
of the appliqued variety on a highly

embossed background, with pieces of
gavze inserfed behind the appliqued
features in the center. This Valentine

measured about 7 x 10 inches.

Juno,

4 OR fonrteen cenluries the chureh
- fought against the pagan praclices
which marked these festivals, As parl

e Lot lond vovneesianaloane Bi-
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About 1875, lithographed in several
colors and gold on plain cardboard,

measuring about 4%2 x 6 inches.

love-smitien young men. Composing
new verses vear altler year became a
bram-racking problem. The famihar
" RHoses are red. violets are blue,” etc.,
theme was not only i use m the
1700°<, bui popular young ladies were
already beginving Lo complain that it
was getting hackneyed from over-use.
The ) oung Man’s Valenline Wriler,
4 book of standard verses that could
be copied. was published in 1779, and
imunediately became highly popular.
This handbook was followed by n:-
merous others, including The Beaulies
OF Hvmen, and The Quiver of Love.
Vieanwhile, French gallants had be-
sun ornamenting their February 14t
billet-doux with gilt paper, ribbous,
cut-out hearts, and real lace. Valen-
Lines grew in size and elegance until
Lhey Became filled with cupids, paper
fountains, tiny fans, flower reproduc-
Lions. tricate orpamental elfects,
surrounded by layer after layer of
(ilmy lace. Calling forth weeks of
painstaking preparations, YValentine's
Day became a very, very serious occi-
sion. lach Valentine had 1o be made
by hand. Pity the poor lover of the
1850's. scissors in hand, surrounded
by stacks of colored paper, lace,
brushes, and Lottles of water colors!
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cases were actually con-

()“ ror of all this, Valentines in
L omany |
and discerning fathers even judged
would-be suitors by the quality ol
heir hearts-and-flowers missives, and

the ornate Spencerian seripl in which

sidered proposals of marriage. Stern |
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verses had to be hand-written!

When an organized eflort was e
gun to manufacture Valenlines, cus-
lom veered from the overly senti-
mental, and the light-hearted modern |
Valentine was born. Publishing houses
assigned their top artists to design
them, and their best writers to com-
They were

Lhe  senltiments.

rose
beaulifully printed, embossed. and
die-cut. The wearisome scissors and |

paste-pol era was at an end.

Suflicient proof that Valentines are
becoming more and more popular
cach vear is the facl thal last year
Americans sent over 300,000,000 of

them! For weeks. in schools through-
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out the land, youngsters will have fun
lashioning their own this year, or buy-
the neighborhoaod

mg them from

store. Oldsters are not overlookmg
them. either! When a man puts five | |
cenls — or five dollars! — into a crea- |
tion, decked with lace and adorned
with a floral bouquet, he 1s really
pulling his heart into his message!
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About 1865, with a wood cut design in
the center, hand-colored. It measured

about 4Y42 x 72 inches,

Check Your
Pantry Shelf

Coffee
Milk
Soap
Potatoes
Bulter
Vinegar
Meat
Cheese
['rozen Peas
Bread
Pepper

Corn Flakes
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Jelly
| Napkins
Pie
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