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November 7th Meeting - 7:00pm  - In person and by ZOOM  
McPherson Hall, First Congregational Church, 1361 State Rd. 

Zoom link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89970965186?pwd=b0JaVFgyOFRnNW11WjRLZ
FVSRDNLdz09 

PROGRAM:  400 Odd Years of Eliot History  Society member and 
webmaster Eric Christian will give an overview of the history of Eliot from 
pre-contact through to the present! 

The program will be preceded by Jeff Brubaker, town planner, who will talk 
with us about the updating of the town’s Comprehensive Plan, and how the 
Eliot Historical Society can help with the update for the historical and 
archaeological component.  

 

Help take ELIOT HISTORICAL SOCIETY into the next year! 
 
It’s that time of year again. The Annual Meeting is coming up and 
election of new officers. 
 
Positions to fill - President, Vice-President, Treasurer and a 
member for the Board of Directors.    
 
If interested, or to learn more contact Paul (439-2542) or write 
info@eliothistoricalsociety.org by November 20th.  
 
Former officers will provide help so don’t be shy. We’ll make sure you succeed! 

AND we are always looking for help with committees including cemetery, fundraising, #8 
Schoolhouse hosts  

 

Eliot Elementary School – Honoring Eliot Veterans 2022 
 
             We invite you to share with us the name and a photo (and dates of service if 
you have it) of a loved Veteran (active duty or retired) with ties to Eliot. We would 
love to create a slideshow to honor them at our Wreath Across America Ceremony 
on December 12, 2022 at Eliot Elementary School. We appreciate your 
help.      https://forms.gle/k8xf9ka73S1Nk86o8 
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At our October meeting, Rosanne displayed 

and talked about a recent acquisition – the 
Lydia Chandler Quilt. In 2014 we received an 
inquiry, through our website from Fran 
Hastie, living in British Columbia, to which 
she responded.  Fran had, in her possession, 
a quilt given to her by friend Cynthia 
Robinson Woodey, before her death, in 1995. 
Cynthia was a descendant of Rev. Samuel and 
Lydia Chandler. The quilt had originally been 
made by and given to Lydia by friends and 
members of the Congregational Church, in 1849.  Lydia was the widow of the 
Reverend Samuel Chandler who was the second minister of the church, following the 
Rev. John Rogers.  Rev. Samuel Chandler (1766-1829) was born in Lexington, MA and 
died, and is buried, in Eliot, ME. He married Lydia Spring (1775-1851) the daughter 
of Rev. Alpheus Spring and Sarah Frost. The quilt was passed down through the line 
of their daughter Mary Ann Chandler Emery (1794-1872) who married Dr. Caleb 
Emery (1787-1831). 

This beautiful quilt, made and presented in Eliot, has made its way from the East to 
the West coast and back again!  The 
quilt made its way from Eliot to 
Columbia, ME, Augusta, Ga, North 
Reading, MA, Los Angeles, CA, Santa 
Cruz, CA, Pasadena CA and finally 
Salt Spring Island, British Columbia. 

Fran Hastie, who, in 2014, after 
doing some research on the quilt 
and its owners, contacted the Eliot 
Historical Society to see if we would 
accept the quilt and care for it.  This 
request came at a good time as 
Rosanne had learned that the 
church would be celebrating its 
anniversary and both thought how 
wonderful it would be for them to be 
able to display and celebrate such a 
unique piece of the church’s history. They kept in touch, hoping an in-person delivery 
could be made but circumstances, including Covid in 2019, interrupted those plans 
until the Spring of 2022 when Fran decided to send it, through the mail, back to 
Eliot!   Included with the quilt was a notebook containing the genealogical research on 
the family and a transcription of the writings on the quilt, giving us an even fuller 
understanding of the family and the quilt’s journey. 

Presented to Mrs. Lydia Chandler by the 
Ladies connected with the Congregational 

Society in Elliot 

“Is thy faith lonely? Fear it not, for He 

  Who marks the sparrow fall is guarding 
thee 

And not a joy can beautify thy lot 

  But tells this still that thou art unforgot.” 
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The quilt, measuring approximately 110 inches wide by 166 inches long was made for 
a 4-post bed. Quilts created for poster beds with “tails” going between the foot posts, 
were a specific New England creation. Beds were much higher at that time and today 
it would fit a king size bed. 

Betsy Telford-Goodwin (Rocky Mountain Quilts) in York, Maine, who is considered a 
recognized global authority in the field of antique quilts and fabrics made an 
assessment for us. In her examination, she noted that it is one of a kind, an original 
design, and described it as “a work of art”, incorporating LeMoyne stars and a center 
medallion.  It would have taken months to put this quilt together. As with this one, 
often quilts were made to give as gifts and the participants might have even given a 
monetary pledge as part of their participation.  The fabrics date from the 1820-1840 
period.  The persons donating were affluent, 
shown by the very expensive fabrics that were 
used. For example, the binding is turkey red 
calico, a very expensive fabric and another 
turkey red calico, surrounding the medallion, is 
very unusual and rare. None of the fabrics used 
on the front are used on the back and these are 
some earlier fabrics, some dating from the 
1820s. The fabrics were done with vegetable 
dyes (predating chemicals) which are more 

stable 
and do 
not 
fade. 
Within the fabrics used are roller printed, 
copper plates and hand painted. Some she had 
never seen.  

The center medallion (a design brought over 
from England) serves as a focal point - the Star 
of Bethlehem - and is then surrounded by 
LeMoyne stars. At the center of the medallion 
is a star 
with the 
names 
of 

individuals (on the points) and sentiment in the 
center, signed with India ink. 

Within the center of the surrounding stars are 
signatures of those contributing, placed on 
“crosses” and because some differ in their 
shape, and some put on with a different 
orientation, within the star, it implies that they 
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may have been cut out by those whose signatures they carry.  The signatures are done 
with India inks and are permanent and will not come out with washing.  The names, 
the majority of which are familiar to the families of Eliot, include Hammond, Paul, 
Shapleigh, Spinney, Hanscom, Frost, Farmer, Emery, Tobey, Rogers, Brooks, Libbey, 
Nutter, Remick, Fogg, Baker. 
 
It was stitched by hand (hand pieced) and based on the 
uniform stitching Betsey believed it was made/put 
together by one person, rather than by individuals. It is 
interesting in that it was not made, as they are today. The 
back and front of each uniform square was put together at 
the same time (with very thin batting in the middle) and 
then the completed squares were stitched together. There 
is an interesting patching on the back of one of the 
squares, to make the square complete, where the original 
fabric had a piece taken out (remember, this is New 
England and nothing was wasted).  
 
She said, being very dirty, it should be washed, restored (if 
possible) and pockets sewed in so it can be hung properly.  

Presently our Board of Directors are exploring a proper home for the quilt, which is felt 
best belongs in the care of the First Congregational Church. Rosanne recently met 
with their board to discuss possibilities with the hope to initially have it cleaned. We 
will update you when we have more information.  

Recently, Helen Sullivan’s son was at the Eliot dump and, checking out the “Swap 

Shop”, and picked up several hand-made miniature replicas of Eliot buildings made by 
Charlie Remick!  For those of you who remember 
Charlie, he came from one of Eliot’s oldest families 
and lived on the Kittery/Eliot line on property held in 
his family for generations. He was a fine woodworker 
and these miniature buildings are a cherished 

possession in 
many Eliot 
homes and 
beyond. 
These 
pictures are 
from a visit 
made to his home on December 21, 1997. He 
was being interviewed for “Curmudgeon of the 
Month”, for the town paper of the same name.  
What a great find and we thank Helen and her 

son for donating them to be preserved and used in our displays.   
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We had a surprise email recently. Warren Walkup, of 
Ashland, MA, contacted us with some items belonging 
to the families of Ferguson, Wylie, and Gerrish of Eliot. 
He said he had no direct family ties to those families, 
but inherited some papers from his father who had 
worked for Willard Gerrish, and later bought his home, 
in Ashland, MA. Jan Cerabona and Bob & Rosanne 
Fisher met up with Warren and his wife Donna and 
visited the family cemetery. We shared the history of the 
area, learned about the family members and visited the 
cemetery. We had a fascinating time making the 
connections with the Wylie and Ferguson families of 
Eliot and Gerrish of Ashland, who are buried in the 
Ferguson cemetery, which the church youth group had 
cleaned this summer.   

Warren dropped off some 
papers and pictures for us. 
We’ll continue this report, 
in our December 
newsletter, as we make our way through this collection.  
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SPEAKING OF CEMETERIES 

John Demos, of the Old Berwick Historical Society, invited us to come with him and family 

descendants to visit the Ferguson cemetery on Worster Road.  John has done a huge amount of research 
on the location of homesteads, in our area, of the Scottish prisoners from the English Civil War battles of 
Dunbar (1650) and Worcester (1651), which he has placed on the 1660-70 Map of Piscatway River in 
New England from the collection of the British Library. The Scottish prisoners were brought here as 
indentured servants in December of 1650, and later acquired their own lands.  We had previously been in 
touch about the homestead of one of these prisoners - Alexander Ferguson and since I’d not yet seen the 
Ferguson cemetery had asked, if he was going, to let me know.   Alexander Ferguson was a neighbor of 
William Furbush and settled in the area of Worster/Houde Road. 
John was hosting Scot descendants Daniel Ferguson and David Collibee and invited me to go along. So, 
I “grabbed” Jan and we both got our first chance to see this historic cemetery.  While we were waiting for 
them at the Raitt Ballfield, so they could lead us over to the Ferguson cemetery I just “happened” to have 
brush cutters and a chainsaw in my car, so, of 
course, we just HAD TO clear back the brush from 
the Alexander Gould cemetery located there.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Historical 
Society friends Matt Ferguson and his father Mel had already 
located the cemetery back in 2015 based on information from the 
archeological firm that mapped the area for the present gas 
substation. 
 
The Ferguson cemetery is quite large although there are only 2 
large stones, that had previously been standing and were now 
laying down on concrete bases; 2 flat stones of a newer date, but 
which mark the old burials of Dennis Ferguson and his wife 
Emma, who died a year apart. These were also at least 4 fieldstone 
markers.  At some point, the cemetery was enclosed with granite 
posts and, we assume, bars, although they are now hidden beneath 
the leaf debris, if still there.     
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Having located the cemetery, the next burning question was the location of the first Ferguson home.  John 
explained that a 1660 
deed talks about the home 
of the original Ferguson 
ancestor - Alexander - as 
being located at the “head 
of Mast Creek”.  Looking 
down the embankment (to 
the Northeast) one can see 
the creek bed.  The 
location of the head of 
that creek is very near 
where, today, the house at 
101 Worster Road is 
located.  

John Demos, David Collibee, Daniel Ferguson 
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On the house is a sign saying it is the Worster/ Waymouth house, built 1753.   The cemetery itself is not 
too far from what we know, more recently, as the Jonathan Worster house, at 101 Worster Road.  No 
doubt, the last Worster owner knew some of the history about the house.  A look at the genealogy of the 
Ferguson family helps make the Waymouth connection.  One Dennis Ferguson married Katherine 
Waymouth and the old deeds place Waymouth land in this area, some of which was later sold to the 

Gould (Goold) family.  Jonathan F. Worster, in 
1860, bought the present house and property from 
a descendant of Alexander Ferguson - Dennis 
Ferguson of South Berwick. It is described as a 60-
acre farm with buildings and was the same 
property devised to Dennis Ferguson by his late 
father Dennis Ferguson (Deed Book/Page: 
267/47). The present deed says  “A certain lot or 
parcel of land with the buildings…situated in the 
Town of Eliot… Easterly and Southerly by the 
brook running into Upper Mast Cove…” 
 
The owner gave a tour of interior of the house 
and the outbuildings. Under the kitchen of the 
house was a partial fieldstone foundation and 
the outbuilding interior showed the hand-hewn 
beams, denoting old construction.   All these 
things (old and newer deeds, genealogy, 
topography of the area) make a pretty 
convincing case for the present house being 
built near, if not on, the site of the first 
building there. John will be sharing this 
information with more knowledgeable people 
to get an expert opinion and we await the 
update! – Rosanne Adams 
 

 

  

 

Photos/ 
illustrations:  
John Demos, 
Mel Ferguson, 
Rosanne 
Adams 
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NEWS and EVENTS 

In case you haven’t heard ~ The Eliot Library 
Association, like a phoenix, has arisen from the ashes! 
Their mission ~ “to keep our library and those who 
support her enjoying all the benefits it can offer to our 
beautiful community.” 

Revived in 1889, by Sarah J. Farmer, following her 
summer Fetes to raise monies for a public library, the original organization continued 
until about 1926, to be replaced with the more recent “Friends of the Library” 
organization. This present grassroots 501(c) (3) non-profit group was formed to 
support our local library and our community needs. Comprised of volunteers and 
elected board members who want to help fundraise and plan events.  For more 
information or to become involved go to their Facebook page or call 207-451-0382. 
https://www.facebook.com/Eliot-Library-Association-801242063303631 
 

Thanksgiving Day Pie Sale! The Eliot Library Association is back at baking pies 
and they want to make your holiday pies for you. We are offering homemade 
Pumpkin Pies, Pecan Pies, Blueberry Pies and Apple Pies. All pies are homemade 
and only $25 per pie. Pies can be arranged for either pick-up on November 21 or 
22 and/or hand delivered. Cash and checks accepted for payment (Checks must 
be made out to Eliot Library Association). All 
proceeds from this sale will go to benefit our 
library and the community.  To order your pies 
please either call 207-451-0382 and speak 
with Megan Weeks-Zotara or email us your 
order at eliotlibraryassoc@gmail.com.  
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As we were putting together this 
newsletter the William Fogg Library 
was preparing for the dedication of the 
Founders Memorial Garden.   The 
event on November 5th at 10am at the 
Fogg House, honors all those who 
helped to found and sustain the 
library. Special recognition given to 
founders Dr. John Willis, Francis 
Keefe, Sarah J. Farmer and the 
original Library Association.  Due to 
the limited seating, remote attendance 
by ZOOM was planned.   
 

 

 
Welcome to our newest 
business, Maine Market and 
owners Jason and Hannah to 
our community. Stop in, say 
hello, pick up a few things or get 
a bite to eat. We hear Hannah is 
an expert baker and the 
sandwiches are great too! 
 
Located in a well-known spot, 
this building has in more recent 

times been home to the Eliot Meet Market, Newson’s, the 
Eliot Meat Market, and the iconic McDaniel’s Store. The 
store stands at “Liebman’s Corner”, named for the store’s 

first builder and proprietor - Saunders Liebman. Saunders Liebman was 93 
years old when he died in 1931.  He was born in Germany and came to this 
country at an early age.  Moving to this area from Turner, Maine he was a clerk 
in a dry goods store in Salmon Falls and later came to York. Shortly thereafter 
the Liebman’s came to Eliot where he became partner with the John 
McKenney, of a store near Greenwood Street. 
Liebman & McKenney dealt in grain, meat and 
groceries and did a good business.  When they 
dissolved their partnership, Saunders Liebman 
partnered with Frank Staples for a time until he 

Photo: Misty Evans 
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located to this spot which was more convenient for Eliot’s fast-growing 
community.  In the early 1860s Liebman purchased a lot from Badger 
Hanscom. The location was good and he erected his home and store. This old 
picture shows the barn that was built near the highway, where James Turner, 
who cared for the Liebman’s in the last years of their lives, had his blacksmith 
shop. It is said he conducted a fine business here with fair prices and was just 
in all his dealing. Several years before his death he retired. It was recalled that 
he was always pleasant, a kind neighbor.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


